
50 YEARS OF BSWA - A TIMELINE HISTORY 



The Buddhist Society of 
Western Australia (BSWA) 

began on Vesak Day 1973 

at Australia Asia House. 

Original founders of 
BSWA: 

• President:

Prof. Laksiri Jayasuriya,
• Vice President:

Don Casson,
• Secretary:

Maureen Barton,
• Treasurer:

Seng Tan,
• Librarian:

Richard Barton,
• Rohini Jayasuriya and

Than Aung.

Prof Laksiri Jayasuriya 

- President with Rohini

Jayasuriya

Seng Tan - Treasurer 

Maureen Barton with Ven 

Khantipalo - From Maureen 

Barton - Secretary 

Richard Barton - Librarian Don Casson - Vice President 

50 YEARS OF BSWA - A TIMELINE HISTORY 



1977
Don Casson

1978
Noel Hatton

1979
Noel Hatton

1980
Noel Hatton

1981
Warren Smailes

1982
Warren Smailes

House purchased by BSWA 
in Magnolia St, North Perth.

A delegation from BSWA 
travelled to northeast Thailand  
to invite monks from Forest 
Tradition of meditation master 
Ajahn Chah to come and stay 
in WA.

Ajahn Chah with Western 
monks

Ayya Khema visited Perth.Ven Piyadasi at Magnolia St 
Perth - from Geetha Mendis

Don Casson with Ven 
Khantipalo at Upper Warren

Magnolia Street House on 
Vesak Day.

Ajahn Chah sent Ajahn 
Jagaro and Ven. Puriso to 
Perth in February 1981.



1982
Warren Smailes

1983
Warren Smailes

1984
Warren Smailes

1985
David Miller

1986
Christine Banks

1987
Kathy Shiels

The land for Bodhinaya
Monastery in Serpentine
was purchased. So named
after Ven. Ajahn Chah's
monk's name: Bodhinyana
Meaning "wisdom of 
enlightenment"

Building work at Bodhinyana 
began with Ajahn Jagaro, Ajahn 
Brahm and one layman, camping 
at Serpentine, working during the 
week and staying at Magnolia St. 
house on the weekends.

Bhante Gunaratana visited.

The Bodhinyana Buddha 
statue, in situ.

BSWA purchased a
deconsecrated Anglican
Church at 18-20 Nanson Way, 
Nollamara.

Bante Gunaratana in 
Magnolia St Perth with 
Jagaro and Pannyavaro.

Ajahns Brahm and Jagaro 
in Magnolia St Vihara.

Ven. Brahmavamso arrived.

Ajahn Brahm and cement 

mixer for ablution block.

The official opening was in
November, re-named
Dhammaloka Buddhist Centre.

Ven. Ajahn Pannanda with 
Ven. Brahm and Ajahn 
Jagaro at Bodhinyana.

The Buddha Statue for the 
Dhamma Hall at Bodhinyana 
came from Thailand.

http://Ven.Ajahn
http://Ven.Ajahn


1987
Kathy Shiels

1988
Dennis Sheppard

1989
Dennis Sheppard 

1990
Jay Meddin

1991
Don Weerakody

1992
Don Weerakody

Buddhist Welfare Group.

Bohdi tree came from Sri 
Lanka, planted in Bodhinyana. 

Bushfire at Bodhinyana left the 
bush scorched, but buildings 
intact.

After a long illness, Ajahn Chah
passed away on 16th January.

Luang Por Chah 
17/6/1918 - 16/01/1992

Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand

The Grant-In-Aid Committees 
Open House.

Sketch of Dhammaloka 
Dhamma Hall.

Ajahn Khantipalo's birthday, 
with Ajahn Jagaro at 
Bodhinyana

The new Bodhinyana gateway 
completed.

Visit by Ven. Piyadhassi.

The Sangha at Bodhinyana.

Founder of two major 
monasteries in the

Thai Forest Tradition, 
Luang Por Chah

was respected and loved in 
Thailand as a monk of great 

wisdom. Revered as a
meditation master, he was also 

instrumental in establishing
Theravada Buddhism in the 

West.



1992
Don Weerakody

1993
Don Weerakody

1994
Jill Hanna

1995
Jill Hanna

1996
Don Weerakody

1997
Christine Banks

Ajahn Thitinyano, Ajahn 
Gunha and Ajahn Brahm. 

Ajahn Jagaro Spiritual Director 
of BSWA and founding abbot 
of Bodhinyana Monastery 
disrobed. 

His deputy Ajahn 
Brahmavamso became abbot 
and new Spiritual Director.

Visiting Sangha included: Tan 
Ajahn Liem Thittadhammo  and 
Sister Vayama.

Ajahn Jagaro in Sri Lanka

Kit Kat - Bodhinyana's 
irrepressible,
loving companion and friend.

Bhikkhu Ordinations of Ven. 
Appicchato and Ven. Brahmali.

With the standing Buddha 
statue and the main Buddha 
statue from Thailand 
completed, the Official opening 
ceremony of Dhammaloka's 
new Dhamma Hall was held in 
December

Ayya Khema visit.

Gravel quarry trucks through 
Kingsbury Drive created a 
noise problem - petitions and 
legal challenge resolved issue.



1997
Christine Banks

1998
Binh Anson

1999
Binh Anson

2000
James Pinakis

2001
James Pinakis

2002
James Pinakis

BSWA purchased 600 acres of 
forested land in Gidgegannup 
for Dhammasara Nuns' 
Monastery.  
Ajahn Vayama was invited by 
Ajahn Brahmavamso, on 
behalf of BSWA, to help 
establish a Nuns' Monastery. 
She lived alone in a small 
caravan for two years.

Ajahn Vayama
Dhammasara caravan and Dana 
shed. 

Australian born and Sri Lankan 
trained nun Ajahn Vayama 
became the Deputy Spiritual 
Director of the BSWA in addition 
to the founding abbot of 
Dhammasara.

Ajahn Brahm's "Six Months 
of Bliss"  personal retreat.  

Tan Ajahn Plien visits. 

New Norcia Monks visited 
Bodhinyana.

Ajahn Brahm's cave. 

Ajahn Brahm and Dr K Sri 
Dhammananda dana at BGF 
Centre

Dhammasara volunteers and 
friends

Ajahn Brahm with Anglican 
Dean John Sheppard at St. 
George's Cathedral, Perth.
Dean John Sheppard also 
vistited Dhammaloka.

Nuns' cottage interior and 
exterior



2002
James Pinakis

2003
Sol Hanna

2004
Sol Hanna

2005
Sol Hanna

2006
Don Weerakody

2007
Don Weerakody

BSWA's 30th Anniversary 
celebrations held at The 
Supreme Court Gardens on 
Vesak Day. 

In October 2004, Ajahn Brahm 
was awarded the John Curtin 
Medal for his vision, leadership 
and service to the Australian 
community by Curtin 
University.

Fundraising Efforts - Food 
Fair held for the 2004 Boxing 
Day Tsunami relief raised 
$58,000.

Jhana Grove Retreat Centre 
earthworks began in Serpentine.

Two Abbots Talk - Ajahn 
Brahm and Fr Placid 
Spearritt of Benectine 
Monastery New Norcia.

Tan Ajahn Dtun in 
Dhammaloka Community Hall

3-D Architectural image of 
Jhana Grove's planned 
buildings

In 2006, King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej of Thailand conferred 
upon Ajahn Brahm the title "Tan 
Chao Khun" . Bodhinyana
Monastery receives a monk's 
robe every year as a sign of 
royal patronage of the 
monastery.

BSWA hosted the 4th Global 
Conference on Buddhism at 
the Perth Convention Centre. 
The theme of the conference 
was "Confronting 
Controversies"  

Visit by Tan Ajahn Tui 
Chanthakaro, to Bodhinyana Ajahn Brahm's first visit to

Sri Lanka.



2007
Don Weerakody

2008
Rachel Green

2009
Dennis Sheppard

2010
Dennis Sheppard

2011
Dennis Sheppard

2012
Phillip Ragan

Tan Ajahn Kampong visit. The first four Theravadan 
Bhikkhunis, Ajahn Vayama, 
Ven. Nirodha, Ven. Seri and 
Ven. Hasapanna were fully 
ordained in Western Australia.  

Planting of the Sacred 
Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi Tree 
at Dhammasara

Jhana Grove Meditation Centre 
opened on 10th April with many 
guests including former WA 
Premier Geoff Gallop.

Kathina at Dhammasara - 
Ven Nirodha

Sala Complex Project 
started.

3-D Architectural image of 
Jhana Grove's planned 
buildings

Bhikkhunis at Dhammasara 
with their Preceptor,
Ven. Bhikkhuni Tathaloka Theri.

Interfaith talk: Rabbi Shalom 
White, Fr. Frank Sheehan and 
Ajahn Brahm

Dhammasara Bhikkhunis 
Co Abbotts: Ayya Nirodha,
Ayya Hasapanna and Ayya
Karunika meeting with Ven. Dr 
Pallegama Sirinivasa 
Atamasthanadhipathi Nakaya 
Thero

The monks helped finish the 
Meditation Hall floor at Jhana 
Grove the the opening 
ceremony

The two Jhana Grove 
Borobudur (replica) stupas
were a gift from Indonesia  led 
by Ven. Sri Pannavaro.



2012
Phillip Ragan

2013
Linda Philips

2014
Cecilia Mitra

2015
Cecilia Mitra

2016
Drew Bellamy

2017
Drew Bellamy

Ajahn Brahm travelled far and 
wide, including Sri Langka .

Opening of the new Building 
Complex at Dhammasara with 
Meditation Hall, Dining Hall, 
Kitchen, Library, Amenities Block 
and accommodation for 
monastics and lay guests.

Armadale Meditation Group
celebrated its 30th year.

Bhikkhuni ordinations of 
Ven. Upekkha, Ven. Gotami, 
Ven. Canda and Ven. 
Karunika.

BSWA hosted the 9th Global 
Conference on Buddhism at 
the Perth Convention Centre. 
The theme of the conference 
was "Resolving Conflict with 
Mindfulness" .  

Ven. Mudu went to Albany to 
help set up at Bodhinyana 
Great Southern Hermitage.

Nuns and Monks at Bodhinyana

Building work continues on 
Dhammasara's Sala Project



2017
Drew Bellamy

2018
Drew Bellamy

2019
Dennis Sheppard

2020
Dennis Sheppard

2021
Hock Chin Tee

2022
Hock Chin Tee

Land purchased at Stocker Rd,  
for what would later become 
Kusala Hermitage in Roleystone.

On 5 Sept, Ajahn Brahm was 
a recipient of the Queens 
Birthday Honours. 

Appointed a Member of the 
Order of Australia for 
services to Buddhism and 
gender equality. 

Kusala Hermitage in 
Roleystone the monks were 
busy with building work and 
renovations. 

Ajahn Brahm's 70th Birthday 
celebration at Jhana Grove.

Ven. Mudu went to Albany to 
help set up at Bodhinyana 
Great Southern Hermitage.

Kusala Hermitage monks Ajahn 
Santutthi and Ajahn Jhanarato.

Bodhinyana Monastery Sangha.

Ajahn Hasapanna the current 
Abbot of Dhammasara.

Ajahn Brahm and Ven. Canda 
with supporters in the UK.

Dhammasara Monastery 
Sangha

The Covid-19 pandemic 
meant lockdowns and 
Vesak Day celebrations 
were adapted an online 
event.

Holli the cow takes 
refuge at Jhana Grove

Vesak Day at Dhammaloka - 
from Boon Tan



BSWA celebrated its 50th 

Anniversary on Vesak Day at 

Dhammaloka. 

BSWA COMMITTEE 

2023-2024 

------

�-----ii. 

On December 5th, Ajahn Brahm 

celebrated 

his 49th year as a monk. 

ANUMODANA - THANK YOU
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